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St. Matth. C. XV. V. ix. 


But in vain they do worship ine, 


Teaching for Doctrines the Com- 
manaments of Men. 
HE ſeveral points of Worſhip, in which 


the Papiſts and We differ, being thus 
plainly prov'd, Falſe and Erroneous : 


| give them up tothe Papiſts, as true; and 
yet, that they are Injuſtifiable, to refuſe joining in our 
Worſhip, even ſuppoſing them all to be true. I come 
not upon the ſame ſuppoſition, to prove, That the three 

points of Doctrine, which 1 ſingled out, as the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhing Tenets of the Romiſk Church, are likewiſe 
falſe and groundleſs : And thoſe are, . | 

1. Iufallibility. 

2. Tranſubſtantiation; and, 

3. Purgatory. 


And, I wou'd only remind you, that I have ſeletted 


theſe, not becauſe there are no more falſe Doctrines that 


we charge them with; but that, if theſe prove abſurd and 


erroneous, it's hop'd, they will not, in modeſty, defend 
any other, ; A 2 5" 


And that there is not the leaſt Reaſon , 
either from Scripture, or Antiquity, to 
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begin with that of Infallibility : A Word, not hard 
to be underſtood , tho' the thing meant by it, be little 
elſe than a heap of Abſurdities. The Word means, an 
utter Impoſſibility of falling into Error: And what the 
Church of Rome means by it is, This Impoſſibility, fixt 
by Our SAVIOUR in ſome one Perſon, or Society of 
Men, in order, to guidethereſt of Mankind into all Truth. 
And thus far we mult confeſs our ſelves prejudiced, in 
favour of the Romani/ts, that we cannot help wiſhing 
(with ſubmiſſion to the Divine Wiſdom) that there had 
been ſuch an Infallible Guide plac'd in the Church: For 
every Rational Man hates Error, and has an innate a- 
verſion to be miſled, or miſtaken, eſpecially in things 
of ſuch vaſt Conſequence to him, as the eternal Salua- 


lion of his Soul. 


Beſides, Every Man wou'd be glad to be eas'd of the 
trouble and fatigue, which attends long and diligent ſear- 
ching after Truth, and not to waſte their time and ſpirits 
in hard $/udy and Labour, in endleſs Volums of Wri- 
tings, and in Comparing, and Deducing Conſequences 
from Scriptitres, Fathers, I Councils, and Hiſtories, 
when we might, at one view, and with no manner of 
trouble, go or ſend to an Infallible Guide, to bereſolv'd 
in all the doubts, that Men can poſſibly entertain; and 
the Deciſion of that Oracle ſhould ſilence all Debates, and 
put a ſhort and final End to all Controverſees.. 


When therefore Men Diſpute againſt the Being of 


{ach an Oracle, tis plain they contend againſt their own 
4 Withes 


Wiſhes and Inclinations , and it goes a great way towards 
the belief of any.Truth, to delire the thing may be true 


that we enquire after: So that, in this reſpect, the Pro. 


teſtants are byaſs d in favour of Infallibilityj, and would 
be no leſs glad than the Papiſis, to find ſuch Evidence 
for it, as they durſt venture their Farth upon. But, alas: 
they have not been yet able (after all the pains and learn- 
ing they could lay out) to Diſcover any ſuch Guide, 
plac'd by our Saviour, in His Church. They plainly 
ſee, that neither our Lord, who was certainly Infallible, 
nor His bleſſed Apoſtles, who had the Aſſiſtance of his 
INFALLIBLE SPIRIT, did ever make uſe of that 
Authoritative way of clearing the doubts of Mankind : 
On the contrary, our bleſſed Lord appeals to Mens Rea- 
ſon and Judgments ;- and bids them ſearch the Scriptures, 
and ſee whether thoſe things were not ſo. Again, He 
tells them, If I bear Witneſs of my Self, my Hitneſs is 
not true; but he appeals to God His Father, who bare 
Witneſs to him at his Baptiſm, and to the /orks which 
he did among them; and his whole method of Inſtru- 


ing and Inforcing the Truths he came to Teach the 


World, is all ſuted to Mens Reaſon, and for the moſt 
part, concludes with that Remarkable ſaying ; He that 
hath Ears to hear, let him hear; which in other words, 
is no mare than this; Tou have heard the Doctrines I 
Teach, and the Arguments I uſe, to convince you. of the 
Truth of them; you that have the Ears of your Judg- 
ment open, hear, and ponder, and then contlude,  whe- 
ther they be true, or no. But had our Lord made uſe of 
his Infallibility, to Convert the Erring World, he nee- 
ded only to have pronounc'd his Decrees, and have ſaid; 
NN | | Theſe 
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Theſe are true becauſe I ſpeak then; u n Curſe will 
1785 all you, who ds nor believe them: No, 2058 
roo well, the nature of Man, chus to enſſave him. He 
that Made us, net we had Souls given us to judge and 
difcern for outſelves; and therefore would not go about 
to make the noble? part of us uſeleſs. 


The ſame reaſon preyail'd with the bleſſed Apoſtles; 
What Reaſon, what Rhetorick, how many admirable 
Arguments do all their Writings abound with, toprove 

the truth of Chriſts Religion, and to influence Men to 
believe, and practiſe it? We cannot turn to one Leaf 
or Chapter in the New Teſtament, but what is an unde- 
niable proof of this. I ſhall give one eminent Inſtance 
for All, becauſe it concerns a point of Chriſtian Doctrine, 

Debated in the times of the Apoſtles ; it was that of the 
Reſurrection, which ſame of the Corinthian Converts 
deny'd that it ſbou d come to paſs, and what an excel- 
lent ſumm of Arguments and Reaſons, both to prove and 
explain it, has the great Apoſtle given us in, 1 Cor. 15. 
enough to ſatisfy every Rational Man, without the leaſt 

mention of Infallibility. Now ſince he Wrote to a 
Church of Chriſtians, it had been (according to the 
Modern Romiſh Opinion) far better and eaſier to have 
told the Corinthians, I am an Infallible Guide; (as he 
certainly was) and you muſe. believe the Reſurrection, 
becauſe I affirm the truth of it: But this was not the 
Apoſtolick manner of convincing Gain-ſayers, 


It was the Spirit of our Lord, in them, which mo- 
ved them to commit ſo many, ſo excellent, ſo unanſwe- 


i rable 
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table proofs, and Evidences to Writing; not only to 
prove the Doct᷑riues they Taught to be demonſtratively 
true, (but as God's Providence orders it) to upbraid the 
preſent Church of Rome, for impoſing this brutiſh Ty- 
ranny upon Mens Reaſons, ſince they who had fo much- 
more Authority to do it, yet did always argue to Mens 
judgments, and in a humane method, treated and Con- 


vinc'd humane Underſtandings. 


And, As the bleſſed Apoſtles never thought of inter- 


poling the Divine Authority alone, for the propogati- 


on of Chriſtianity ; ſo much leſs did the Primitive Fa- 
thers, who ſucceeded them for many Hundred Tears af. 
ter. Divine Providence bas preſerv'd moſt of the Mri- 
tings of the ancient Fathers, and they conſiſt chiefly in 
Apologies for the Chriſtian Profeſſion, againſt Jews and 
Gentiles, in oppoſing the Errors and Hereſies which a- 
roſe in the Church, and in Sermons and Hownlies, and 
Expoſitions of the Holy Scriptures to the People; in alt 
which, there is not one Word of this Infallibility pre- 
| tended to by the Romaniſis: What rare Defences would 
the Fathers have made to the Infidels, by telling them, 
That the Biſhop of Rome was Infallible, and cuuld not 
Err; and that they would fall under his Curſe, if they 
did not take for truth whatever be aſfirmed This ſhort 
Method, wou'd have ſav d the Holy Fathers a world of 
labour and time, and done their buſineſt much- more ef- 
. feQually, had they dream? of this Device of being In- 

fallible.” But tis eaſy to gueſs, what: Converts this way 
bad made, and what fort of Anſwers, the Heathens and 
Hereticks, they Diſputed againſt, would have given to 


ſuch 


I 
ſuch Arguments as theſe; the World would till have 
been Heathen, if this had been the Primitive way of 
endeavouring to Convince them. FELT 


And we do not find, that the Fathers ever thought of 
reducing the Hereticts of their times in this manner: 
They reaſon with them out of the Scriptures of both 
Teſtaments, they bring every point of their Hereſy to this 
Teſt; and then condemn that which God himſelf had 
before Condemned in his Word,; and they urge the Au- 
thurity of the whole Church, not as an Infallible Guide, 
but as a faithful Witneſs and Preſerver of the Doctrines 
Taught, and the Government and Diſcipline us d from 
the Beginning in the Church. But they never urge any 
Infallible Judge, or Decider of Controverſies, to whole 
Dictates, Mankind mult obey, becauſe they are his. 


And 'tis range, if any ſuch had been, that the Fa- 
thers ſnould forget ſo Great and uncontroulable an Au- 
thority, and never once offer that to Hereticks, which 
muſt, at once, filence and Con found them: But the 
truth is, the ſecret was nit then found out; Mankind, 
in thoſe Days, had their Hes open; and had the liber- 
ty to Examine and Judge for themſelves, and would not 
ſuffer any Uſurping Men, to hood wink and blindfold 
them, in thoſe things, which of all others, did the moſt 


nea ly concern them. b 


But when, by reaſon of Mens corrupt Manners, and 
Lives lead, in appoſition to the Goſpel of Chriſt , heſuf- 
fer'd a thick Darkneſs. to over - ſpread the face of his 

3442 | | | Church, 
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Church, then did the Enemy of Mankind ſow this, and 
a- large field of other Tares; then came in thoſe falſe 
Dottrines which were ſuted to inſlave both the dcs and 
Bodies of Men, as we ſee they do, at this Day, where- 
ever they prevail in the World. It was above a Fhou- 
ſand Years after our Sawouur's Paſſion, before this new In- 
gine of an Infallible Judge was tramed or heard of; and 
that was a fime of ſuch Licentiouſneſs and Ignorance, that 
even the Popiſþ Authors are in Admiration, that the 
knowledge of Chriſt was not utterly loft to the World, 
when they Repreſent their Popes and Cardinals, as De- 
vils Incarnate, and fitter to miniſter to Satan, than to 
govern the Church of CHRIST : Then it was, that 
Pope Les the gth firſt. broach'd this unheard-of Tenet, 
to juſtify his own Ulſurpation ; and a good while after 
him, it was ſet Up, and maintain'd by Pope Gregory 
the 7th. in order to defend his own Title to the Papacy, 
and juſtle out others who contended with him; and being 
found an excellent Artifice, to ſerve his ambitious pur- 


poſes, it was at length, (about a Hundred and Fifty Years | 


after,) lick'd into form by the School- men; and thence 
made an Article of the Romiſh Creed, 

This was the Original and Progreſs of Infallibility ; 
and now they are in Poſſeſſion of it, we will ſee to what 


purpoſes it ſer ves them: As for our parts, we know them 


not to be Infallible, becauſe we are ſure their Church has 


err'd very groſsly; and they can no more[convincea Pro- 
zeftant of their being Infallible, than a Man, who has a a 
Plague-ſore appearing, on him, can perſwade another, 


B- Nor 


that he is in health... 
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Nor are they much-more ſuccififul with it among 
their own People. There are at this Day, and have 
been for ſome Ages palt, great and weighty Controver- 
ſies depending in their own Church, as between the Do- 
mini cans and Franciſcans, the Jeſuits and Janſeniſts, a- 
bout points of mighty Concern to Chriſtians; and yet 
this Infallible Judge, has never interpos'd to decidethem ; 
and the reaſon given'by one of themſelves is, for that 
it would cauſe new' Schiſms and Diviſions : Strange! If 
they believe ſuch an InfalliÞle Judge, that they ſhould 
be afraid to ſubmit to his Deciſion. But the 1ruth is, 
The Church of Rome ſeems to deal in this Point, like 
your Chymiſts, who pretend to the Philoſophers Stone; 
they can turn every thing they touch, into Gold; and 
yet theſe Menof Gold, have not Meatto feed, or Cloths 
to cover them: The Unerring Guide of Rome can 
Decide all Controverſies Infallibly; yet, that Church 
is miſerably Divided about things of the higheſt Conſe- 
quence; and this uncharitable Judge, will not uſe his 
Art and Power to heal them. But thus it is with other 
Pretenders to Infallible Cures, They loudly boaſt of 
them , whilſt themſelves and Families FE with the 

moſt common Diſeaſes. e 


But, If we Proteſtants hid a mind to ſhe w more re- 
3 to this Infallible Operator; and to ſtand by his 

eciſions, which none of his own will do, Who beſt 
know him, by What means ſhall we come at him? how 
ſhall we find him out? The Church of Rome is divi- 


ded into three or four Parties, who differ 35 much 3 
them- 


FX + aa 

themſelves (as we do from them All) where to fix this 
Infallible Power of Judging : And this is a Matter of 
ſuch Importance, that ſure if they had any Infallibility 
among them, the firſt uſe of it ſhould be to Determine 
in whom it is; but they have never yet attempted to De- 
cide this, which ought to be as clear as the Sun to them 
who own any ſuch Judge; for it is juſt the ſame thing, 
to have no Judge at all, as not to know who that Judge 
is to whom I muſt Appeal. If a Man deſperately 2/1, 
were told that ſome certain Phyſitian had an infallible 
Remedy to cure him ; but they that tell the Patient this 

ood News, neither know the Name of this Doctor, 
nor the place of his Abode, nor how to Deſcribe him, 
ſo, as that he may poſſibly be found; but on the con- 
trary, they diſagree about his Name, his Perſon, his 
Character, and his Dwelling, nay, and about his Pow- 
er too; What comfort is this to the poor Patient? tis 
the ſame thing to him, if no ſuch Phyſitian were in the 
World' : And thus it is-in the Church of Rome; one 
Party affirms the Pope alone, to be this Intallible Do- 
cor; but to this the others anſwer; That | 
ſome Popes have deny CHRIST, and haue g, f 
Sacrific'd to Devils, ſome haue been Here- 2. Gregory 
ticks, others Conjurers and Atheiſts; and “ Ke. * 
with ſuch, 'tis impoſlible to believe that the Spirit of Go 
could dwell, to make them Infallible; So that they can by 
no means, allo this Divine Commiſſion to Men ſub- 


je& to ſuch W ickedneſs and Corruptions. 


Others of them place this Infallibility in General 


Councils, but they don't conſider, that the Pope, the 
1 | Head 
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Head of the Church, will, by no means allow of his; 
and that General Councils (even thoſe ſo eſteem's by 
them) will not paſs upon us for Infallible, ſince we 
know that they have Contradicted one another, and De- 
creed ſeveral things, one againſt another: Beſides, we 
muſt be excus d from admitting thoſe for General Coun- 
cils, in which not one half of the Church Repreſenta- 
tive have ever Appeared; and thoſe that have, we know to 
have been intirely influenc'd from the Court of Name. 
Others will have the Pope in conjunction with a Council, 
to be Infallible; if ſo, 'tis pity they are ſuch Enemies 
one to another, that the Pope ſhould never willingly call 
his Council together; and ſometimes the Church ſhould 
be above a Hundred Tears together, without this Infal- 
lible Aſſiſtance: And *tis not eaſy to imagine, how ſo 
man) Men ( confels'd to be Fallible, when aſunder) 
ſhould, by miracle, become Infallible together. Would 
Ten thouſand Cyphers ever make up one Sum? Nei- 
ther can any number of Fallible Men, make one Infal- 


lible Council. 


Others fix this wonderful Gift in the whole Church 
Diffuſive; and ſo far indeed, we believe them right, 
that the whole Church of Chrift can never fall from the 
Faith, but that the Subſtantials of Chriſt's Religion will 
ſtill be preſerv'd ſome where in the World: But what 
is this to an Infallible Guide, or Judge in Controverſies? 
For, ſuppoſing this to be the whole Church; till all Chri- 
ſtians meet together, and all with one Voice aſſent to 
the ſame Truths, we are never the nearer to Infallibili- 


ty; and when this happens, we may allow this, or any 
| thing 
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thingelſechey demand. So that you ſee the papiſts are happy 
in having an Infallible Guide; but who he is, or what 
his Office or Character, or where to place him, they 
know as little as we; and for any benefit they enjoy by 
it, they may as well be without him ; for after all, they 
mult be determin d by every Man's practical Judgment 
and Conſcience, no leſs than we : So little grounds 
there are to believe Infallibility. 


And it. were well for the next Head I am to ſpeak to, 
that much more could be ſaid for Infallibility; for no- 
thing but an Oracle, ſpeaking the mind of God himſelf, 
can make us give the leaſt Credit to 

Tranſubſtantiation; 
And we dare not attribute ſuch a Doctrine to God, un- 
leſs he Deſcended in ſome eminent and extraordinary 
manner to Teach it: Neither then could we believe it, 
unleſs the Lord were pleaſed to ſay, That we muſt re- 


nounce our very Natures, and become ſenſeleſs irrational 
Beings to entertain it. 


To imagine that the Almighty ſhould oblige us to 
the belief of that which deſtroys our Reaſon, our Cen- 
ſes, nay, which undermines the very Being of Chriſtia- 
nity ; and all this to ſerve no end, but what may be bet- 


ter attain'd without it, is to have diſnonourable Thoughts 1 
of that Good God, who has Created us with theſe Facul- 4 
ties, in order to wſe them for his hinour and ſervice : 
Such an Ocean of Abſurditiet muſt every Man wade | 
chro', who profeſſes to believe this monſtrous Tenet, that 4 
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a Man is quite at a Joſt, where to begin to expoſe 


To believe that the natural Body of Chriſt is in Ten 
Thoufand Places at one and the ſame time. To believe 
it intirely whole, and yet broken into a Million of parts; 
and to believe the ſmalleſt atom of thoſe Parts, to be his 
Whole Natural Body. To perceive the Taft, Smell and 
Subſtance, and ſight of Bread and Wine; and yet to be- 
lieve that theſe are but meer ſhadows,” and incloſe the 
Subſtance of Chriſt's Body. To know that Chriſt ſuffer- 
ed but Once; and yet to believe that he Suffers daily in 
the Sacrament, and that His Body was broken, and Ea- 
ten by Himſelf and his Diſciples before he ſuffered on the 
Croſs. To believe that his Body is now in the height 
of Glory in Heaven; and yet, that. it remains here ſub- 
ject to the inſults of Rats and Mice, and all other Ver- 
min. To believe that he /its at the Right- Hand of God 
in that Body he foo here on Earth; and yet at the ſame 
time, to believe that the ſame Bod) is Created by every 
Maſs Prieſt, and Diſtributed by them, to fach Les, and 
ſuch Perſons as they pleaſe :. Theſe are a few of thoſc 
* Contraditiions which mult be Swallow'd by them who be- 
lieve Tranſubſtanitation. | Gets 1h 


Now a Doctrine biz with ſo many Monſters as theſe, 
ought to haye che cleareſt. Evidence of Scripture and 
Reaſon to produce in its Juſtification. As to Reaſon, the 
Church that ſets it up, has the modeſly to refuſe this 
Teſt; they are too apparent Enemies; they can never 


end each other: And 'tis in vain to expect Reaſon 
2 | 
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tor that which contraditts the concurrent Reaſon of all 
Mankind to this Day. We are then to look for it in 
the Scriptures; and here thepreſent Champions of the 
Cauſe pretend to have found it, In theſe Words, This 
is my Body, and This is my Blood: A ſtrangely poor 
Foundation, whereon to build the moſt abſurd F ancy that 
ever enter'd Mortal mind. Nay, from thcſe very Texts 
cis demonſtrable, that our Saviour could not intend ſuch 
a ſub/tantial Change of his Body ; and that he meant no 
more than 7he Hgure and Repreſentation of his Body. 
iP. 

For if our Adverſaries confeſſion be true, that no change 
7s made in the Elements, till the laft Syllable of thoſe 
Words are uttered; Then can there be no Change at all by 
vertue of thaſe Words. tf they mean, that our Lora 
ſaid,this Bread 15 my Body, theymałe him that was Truth 
it ſelf, the Author of a Lie; for that it Cannot be bread 
and Chriſt's Body, at the ſame time; is manifeſt; and 
either the Word | This | does mean, this Bread, or, ic 

can mean vol hing : It muſt mean that which our Savs- 
our took in his Hands, but what he root was Bread, and 
nothing elle; from whence it follows, according to them, 
that our Lo faid, This Bread is my Body; which they 
Contels to be a falle Hropoſttion; and yet this our blei- 
ſed Lord certain ſaid, or he ſaid nothing att all to their 
purpoſe : There fore we mult find another Senſe in the 
Words, to keep them from being Falſe and Abſurd, 
and that can be no other, than what the common ſenſe 
of All Mankind would put upon them; That this Bread 
is My Body, by Repreſentation, and ſhall be (as to the 
onal of Receiyin git) as Powerful and Operative," as 


my 


[16] 
my Natural Body: So that from the Words themſelves, 
you /ee a contraty wy is weceſſary, or we muſt make 


our Saviour ſpeak. Contraditiions, Which is horrid: 
Blaſphemy. | 


And why. ſhould theſe Words be Underſtood literal: 
ly, more than theſe; I am the Door, I am the true Vine, 
J am the Way. Moſt certain theſe are all true, as our 
Lord intended them; but no body every thought him 
chang d into «& Door, a Vine, or a fa). Hle ſays in 
another place, My Fleſh ig Meat, indeed, My Blood is 
Drinb, indeed; which are often wurg'd as a Proof of 
Tranſubſtantiation .:_ But if theſe. Words be taken lite- 
rally, (as the Papuſis would have them) then. is the Fleſh 
of . Chriſt changed into Meat, and his Blood into Drink, 
for that the Natural Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt, can nei- 
their be Meat or Drink, unleſs his Words make them 
ſo : So that here we have. a Counter- change, the Blood 
and Flęſb of CHRIST changed into Meat and Drink ; 
which the Papiſts will not Allow. If therefore the 
Words, My Meſh is Meat, indeed; do not import any 
ſuch Change, but muſt be Underſtood Hguratively, 
why not the Words, This is my. Bed), which (by their 
Interpretation) include Ten thouſand greater Abſurdr- 
ties? Why mult not theſe be. Underſtood Figuratively 
too? | | # T 


Theſe D:fculties; from the-Wordsthemfelves, have 
oblig d the more Learned Papiſis, 'toRenounce the Scrip— 
ture Authority for Tranſubſtantiation; and to reſolve all 
ee eee ant eee e ee, 
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And this will prove as weak a Refuge as the other; not 
but that nan) of the Fathers in their Sermons and Ex- 
hortations on the Bleſſed Sacrament, do give it High 
and moſt Honourabie Expreſlions; and do frequently 
call the Sacred Elements, the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; 
And ſo do we, at this Day, and I hope ever ſhall do in 
ſpeaking of ſuch a Holy and Excellent Iuſtitution: But 
when they come to ſpeak Argumentively of it, the caſe 
is quite alter'd ; it is hen only the Figure, the Symbol, 
the Type, the Repreſentation, the Image of the Body of 
Chriſt; and this manner of ſpeaking abounds throughout 
their Writings, when they Diſcourſe againſt the Errors 
and Hereſies of the Times, to confute them. But that 
they beliey'd a Subſtantial change of the Bread into the 
Body of Chriſt, in the Primitive Church, cannot by 
any means be allo d; they never thought that our Sa- 
viour, in pronouncing. the Words (his is my Body) 
took himfelf in his Hands, and eat his whole Body with 
his own teeth, and then gave his Body uneaten to his 
Diſciples, who had it given them broken, and yet each 
of them eat it intire : And that thus our Saviour and 
his Diſciples, put himſelf to worſe forments, than he 
endur'd on the Croſs, and made him a Sacrifice before 
he Suffer'd; and broke his Body and drank his Blood 
while it was alive and well, and his Blood unſpilt. No, 


they inveigh againſt the Jews for the cruel Death they 


put him to; but they little thought that our Lord had 
put himſelf to a worſe Death before, and made his Diſ- 
ciples more barbarons than his Crucfiers. It is hard to 
refrain expoſing the Injuries done to our Saviour and his 
holy Religion by this horrid Tenet : The worſt of Ido. 


C laters 
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laters never thought, or Writ any thing ſo groſs and 
monſtrous of the meaneſt Idol they Worſhip'd. I ſhall 
not putſue this ingrateful Subject: I ſhall only ſnew. 
you the Antiquity and Progreſs of this Cheat, and ſo 
diſmiſs it. HI 
| 7 8 
The Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation was not Eſtabliſh'd' 
an Article of Faith, even in the Church of Rome, till 
the Year of Chriſt, 1215. and then it was declar'd by 
the Council of, Lateran, under Pope Innocent 3d. And 
that by-theſe eps, ſome Diſputes ariſing in the Tenth 
Century, concerning the change of the Bread into the 
Body of Chriſt, one Rabanus, a Man eminent in thoſe 
Days, Writes purpoſely againſt ſuch a Change. He is 
9ppos'd by one Paſchaſius Radbertus, an Eminent Monk 
of thoſe Times, Who yet Writes doubtfully, whether it 
were ſo or no? and it became then a common ſubject 
of Diſpute; but much the greater Number Oppos'd it, 
as an Opinion which diſhonoured the Sacred Body of 
 Chrifi.. However, the Minds of Men being d:ſturbid: 
about it, the Emperor Charles the Bald, ſends to one 
Ratranus, a Monk of the ſame Abbey with Paſch. Rad- 
bertus, to deliver his Opinion concerning it. his Ra- 
tranus, commonly call'd Beriramus, Writes (in obedi- 
ence to the Emperor's Commands) his Anſwer; That 
the-Bread and Wine, are the Body and Bload of Chriſt 
Ngurativel); That for theſubſtance of the Creatures, that 
which they were before Conſecration, the. ſame they: re- 
main after; with much more to the-ſame purpoſe : Alt 
which, he Learnedly proves from the Scriptures and: the 
Fathers... Fra 203 77 ne 
b There 
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There was then im the Emperor's Coutt one John 
Scot, our Country Man, a Man famous for Wiſdom and 
Learning; and excelling all others of his time: Him 
the Emperor Commands to Mrite on the ſame Subject; 
and he Writes with great #rength and Learning, to back 
the Opinion of Bertramus ; and this continu'd the moſt 
received Doctrine for many Years ;. and John Scot ſo far 
from being cenſur d, that till very lately he had the place 
of a Faint in the Roman Calendar; and his Credit and 
Authority were ſo Great in this part of the World, that 
his Doctrine was Taught in the publick Homilies of the 
Church of England; and Appointed to be Read on Ea- 
ſter-Day, before the Sacrament. Thus it continu'd 


throughout the Weſtern Church, till the Eleventh Age 


after Chriſt: When the Popes Power growing immen- 
ſly great; and he conſidering how much che belief of 
Tranſubſtantiation would increaſe the Power and Intereſt 
of the Clergy, and conſequently his own, hediſcounte- 
nances the oppoſite Opinion; and ſo by the Power and 
policy of Rome, it came to be Eſtabliſhed in the next Age 

an Article of Faith, under Innocent 3d, And thus you 
ſee how Venerable it 1s for its Antiquity : And for what 
good Ends it was Introduc d, and Eſtabliſh'd. 


I am now in the Third place, toconſiderthe DoQarire 
of Purgatory. A Tenet, which muſt be confeſſed very 
Old, and even out-doing Chriſtianity it ſelf: For it 
Was firſt brox'chd by Plato; and the Reliques of his ex- 
ploded Philoſophy firſt introduc'd it zo the Chriſtian 
Church; but they were of the neweſt Order of the Fa- 


thers, who firſt aſſerted it as an Article of Faith : Ihe 
| | Apoſtle; 


= +. 

Apaſtles and truly primitive Fathers knew nothing of ie; 
'The 9criptures aſſure us, that the Blood of Jelus Chritt- 
purgeth us from All Sin; that there remains no Other da- 
crifice for Sin, ſince the Blood of our i4igh-Prieſt, who 

' was ſlain once for all; and thai thro his Blood, we have, 
Remiſſion of all ins: Now if there be a neceſlity for 
our ſuffering the 702 ments of Fire, to purge our Sins, how 
is the Sacrifice of Chriſt perfect! how is it true that ht 
blood purgeth us from ſin! The Romaniſts hold, that one 
ſingle drop of the blood of Chriſt was ſufficient to expiate 
the fins of the whole World, And therefore, ſay they, 
the remainder of that precious blood, is left as a Treaſure 
with the Church, to Inable them 10 Grant Pardons and 
Indulgences, for what , and how many Sins they pleaſe. 
Now not to inſiſt on the firſt Poſition, or on this wick- 
ed Inference; if one drop of Chriſt's Blood was enough 

to Attone for the Sins of Mankind, Why do they make 
the ſuſferings of Men neceſſary to the ſame End? and. 
Why do they not 4%penſe part of their Treaſure, to keep 
Men out of this place of Torments. 


If Chriſt made a full Satisfaction to his Father, for 
the Sins of the hole Horld, Why mult ſuch heavy or- 
ments be aſſign d to Man, to compleat that Satisfaction? 
Is not this to detract from the Value and Merit of Chriſts 
Sufferings , that thoſe for whom he Suffer'd muſt Contri- 
bute ſo much of their own for a Redemption? Eitherthey 
do not believe, that Chriſt's Sufferings were of value ſuf- 
ficient to Redeem and Save all who truſt in him; or they 
imagine, that thoſe of miſerable Man, can add ſome price 
to that of his God and Saviour: But the truth is, they 

n | know -- \ 


a 
know not what to believe in the Caſe. They are Aſſur'd 
that Purgatory is a moſt gainfui Point of their Religion, 
and they muſt keep it (as ſome Men do their ill. gotten 


Eſtates) becauſe that by that craft the) have their Wealth, 
and have the Power in their own Hands to maintain it: 


And I dare ſay, they had rather part with the whole 


Creed beſides, than this one Article, 


But like thoſe guilty covetous Men, they cannot pof- 
ſibly Enjoy it with a quiet Conſcience; for ſure nothing 


can be imagin'd more inhumane and barbarous, than to 


believe the Soul of a Friend or Enemy in the ſharpeſt 
torments of Fire, and not to do the utmoſt I am able to 
Relieve them. But the api/ts are per ſwaded, that the 
Maſſes of a Prieſt are able to Redeem them from that hor- 
rid Condition; and theſe may he purchaſed by Money: 
What harden'd Wretches then are thoſe Prieſts that muſt 
be hir'd to this Charitable Work? and, What Barba- 


rians are thoſe Men, who had rather ſave their Money. 
than Redeem their Parent, their Brother, Child or Friend 


from ſuch diſmal Torments? If I ſaw the greateſt Ene- 


my J have in danger of being Burnt or Drown'd, and 
did not do my utmoſt to relieve them, I ſhould deſer- 
vedly be eſteem'd the worſt of Men: What then can 
the Maſs-Prieſts, and they who believe in them Anſwer, 


when fo many Thouſand Souls are burning ſo many Hun- 


dred Years in the hotteſt Flames, and one will not give 
Money to procure Maſſes for them; andthe other will let 


them burn on till bey are paid? \ 


To fay that zhis is their Livelihood, (and if they are 
not paid for their Maſſes, they muſt ſtarve) is to ſay no- 


thing 898 
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thing at all. For ſuppoſing this true; what are all the 
miſeries that can be endur'd on Earth, to the ſufferings 
in Purgatory, not any thing; Death quickly ends the 
heavieſt AHictions here; but there, unleſs the Prieſt takes 
pity, they are to cry out, and how! to the End of the 
World. O Obdurate Men! if God had not been more 
| Merciful to them, who forgives all their Sins without any 
regard to the good Things of this Life; Men have in- 
.vented an Imaginary Fire to torment their fellow Ser- 
vants; to whom their God has forgiven all the Debt they 
.ow'd : And what is ſtill more ſtrange is, that the Papiſis 
own, and affirm, that the Sins of all the Souls in Pur- 
gator), are forgiven by God before they get thither; and 
yet, there are they to ſuffer for ſuch Sins as they did not 
ſuffer Puniſhment for here. This is a new Doctrine in- 
deed, that God ſhould forgive a Sin, and yet not re- 
mit the-Puniſhment-: The only notion that we have of 
a Sin being forgiven is, that God will not hold or oblige us 
do ſuffer the puniſnment due to it. And he that ſnould 
ſay, 1 forgive you a Debt, but expect the payment of it, 
might ſeem to mack and Abuſe us; but not in the leaſt 
do eaſe us, as to the payment which muſt be made. 


In ſhort, this fictitious Fire of Purgator) is a new 
Invention, unknown to the Inſpir'd Mriters of God's 
Holy Word, who never make mention, but of à ſtate of 
endleſs Joys, or endle(s Torments inthe next Life, unknown 
to the Primitive Fathers for above 800 Years; in whoſe 
Works, this Utopian Fire is not to be found, but multi- 
tudes of paſſages inconſiſtent with it; and never receiv d 
in the Meſtern Church till the Council of Florence, 0 
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the Near, 1439. under Pope Eugenius 4th. and yet ne- 
ver on d to this Day, either by the Greek, or Abyſſine, 


or Muſcovite, or Proteſtant Churches, which far exceed 
the Church of Rome in every Thing. 


Thus, my Brethren, I have finiſh'd my Addreſs to 
the Roman Catholicks of this Neighbourhood; who 
im juſtice to themſelves, ought to examine whether theſe 
things be ſo or no, before they exclaim upon our Law or 
Governours, for any ſufferings on the account of Re- 
ligion; it's a True and Good Saying, that not the: Suffer- 
ings, but the Cauſe for whichthey ſuffer, makes the Martyr : 
And whoever will duly ſearch into the ſeveral Points 
which I have ſpoken to, may be Convinc'd, that they 
were introduc'd, from time to time, to Enrich and Ag- 
grandize the Biſhop of Rome, to Set him up in the Houſe - 
of God, above all that is called: God, and to fix in him, 
and his Succeſſors, à ſort of Right to inſiaue Mens Judg- 
ments, and to be the ſole Diſpoſers of the Souls, Bodies, 
and Eſtates of Mankind; and that they have uſurped this 


- » Tyrannical Dominion overall, upon whom their Doctrine 


prevails, is too notorious to need any proof. And whe- © 
ther this be a Cauſe for which Men ought to ſafer, viz. 
to inſlave himſelf, and his Poſterity, let every Man judge. 
If none of them be preſent, to Apply to themſelyes 
thegood and Friendly advice I have giventhem, I have how 
er put it more into your power who do hear me, to Urge © 
theſe Truths to them, as you have occaſion by your Con- 
verſe and Intercourſe with them which, as I told you 
at firſt, is a much- more proil way of Converſing, 
-2 - than 


WER 


than by empty, ad perhaps "fs #8 
need but one thing more to make your pious Endeayours * 
towards their Cnviction Succeſsful; which is, to tet e 
them ſes the Influence that God's TR UE RELIGION. 

. bas upon your Lives and Aclions : It is vain to talk 

| © of Religion to that Man who can anſwer you thus; he 

| me your Faith by your Works, it does but reproach us, 
and upbraid our holy Profeſſion, to talk of greater Light, 
| _ and'Iruth, and Knowledge, and Reformation, and yet to 
lau ar bad Lives as they who live in the thickeſt Miſts of 

| Popery : And tis ſure, they cou'd have no ſtronger in- 
* ducement to Embrace our Holy Religion, than to ſce the 


- 
* 


= happy Fruits it produces in leadin Holy, -Uſeful, and 
| Charitable Lives. But if we will not 21 our Light thus 
©. ſhine. before them, at leaſt let us Diſarm them oft that on- 
| ly probable Argument they have againſt our Religion; 
{+ Let them not ſay, that,; were it True, it would make you . 
much better Men, for tho' this may be thrown back upon 
3 them with Intereſt ; yet, it will be no Apology for us 
| in thepreſenceof God, when hecallsusto give an Account 
of our Actions. May We then be able io Anſwer with 
| Foy-unſpeakable, that We have been Faithful unto Death: 


* 


3 rde Whey. that God will, 2 us the Crown, 
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